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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alon gside the 
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question  
• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question  

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond 
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate  

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the 
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.  

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level 
descriptors. 
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the fu ll mark range may 
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thre sholds or 
grade descriptors in mind. 
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Annotations guidance for centres 
 
Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the 
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standard isation and monitoring 
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and 
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.  
 
We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note  that there may 
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an 
indication of the quality of the response.  
 
The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.  
 
Annotations 
 

Annotation Meaning 

 
Correct. 

 
Incorrect. 

 Omission. 

 

Meaning unclear or illegible.  

 If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of doubt’ is given . 

 Used to show that blank pages have been seen and any creditworthy material has been awarded.   

On-page 
comment  

To show working at the end of Question 1 and Question 2 (e.g. 29/3 = 9.6 = 10)  

Off Page 
Comment 

Used to make a holistic comment about the script. 
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Detailed Mark Scheme 
 

Question  Answer Marks 

1 Translation from Arabic into English 
 
1 Total mark :10 
2 Mark the translation, using the table below. Award 1 mark to each portion of correct translation. 
3 Once you have marked the translation, add up the number of marks awarded. The number produced will be out of 20.  
4 Divide this number of marks by 2 to gain a final mark for Question 1 out of a total of 10. 

– After you have completed step 3, you may be left with a part-mark, e.g. 8½. If this happens, round up to the next 
mark, i.e. 9 in this case. 

 

Units Arabic  English Reject Mark  

 There was an honest/trustworthy merchant أمًن كان تاحر  1
(trader, businessman, seller) 

is 1 

 who carried out many business trips/trips for ًكوم برخلبت غمل كثًرة، 2
work 

 1 

 After a while/period of time he thought  1 (And) فكّروبػد مدة  3

 of settling in his hometown/town country/village 1 في الاستكرار في بلدته 4

 to rest from the trouble/strain/toil/exhaustion لًرتاح من تػب السقر؍  5
of traveling; 

 1 

 especially after he حمع  بػد أن لا سًما  6
accumulated/collected/made  

 1 

 a large sum/a big amount of money  1 كبًرا  من المال مبلػا   7

 

10 
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Question  Answer Marks 

1 
 

Units Arabic  English Reject Mark  

 enough to enjoy his life.  1  .لًِستمتعَ بخًاتهًكقًه  8

 The merchant bought a house  1 اشترى التاحر بًتا   9

 suited to/suitable for/ fit for/to suit his ًناسب وضْػَهُ وثروته الىائلة. 10
status/position/situation and his 
enormous/huge wealth.  

 1 

 Many/Several days passed Few 1 غدًدة مرّت أًّام 11

 while he was living happily in his new .ًػًش فرخا  في داره الحدًدةوو و  12
home/house. 

 1 

 Then one day,   1 وذات ًوم،  13

 قال في نقسه  14
he said to himself in himself 1 

 :حدران الووو ًنظر إلى أخد  15
as he was looking at one of the walls;  1 

 وذا الخائط  إزالةب لو قمتُ  16
if I demolish/remove/destroy/get rid of this 
wall 

 1 
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Question  Answer Marks 

1 
 

Units Arabic  English Reject Mark  

 I will/would get a nicer/more beautiful غلى منزل أحمل  لخصلتُ  17
home 

beautiful  

 ومساخة أكبر وأوسع.  18
and a larger/bigger and wider space/area.  1 

 الحدار، ودْمبدأ غندما و  19
(And) When he began/started to 
demolish/remove/destroy the wall, 

 1 

 ؍شًئا  غحًبا   فحأة  وحد  20
he suddenly found something 
amazing/fascinating/marvellous/strange/ 
weird/ unusual  

 1 

 صندوقا  ملًئا  بالمحوورات. 21
a box/case/trunk/chest full of 
jewels/jewellery/gems/treasure 

gold/diamond 1 

 The merchant shouted/cried/screamed : مدووشا  صاح  22
astonishingly/amazingly/surprisingly:  

 1 

 !وذا كنز غظًم 23
This is a great treasure!  1 

 ،هِ غًده إلى صاخبلا بدّ لي أن أُ  24
I must/should return it to its owner,  1 
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Question  Answer Marks 

1 
 

Units Arabic  English Reject Mark  

 فلًَس من خكّي أن أختقظ به. 25
as I do not have the right to keep it.  1 

ذوب التاحر إلى الرحل الذي باغهُ  26
 المنزل

The merchant went to the man who sold 
him the house, 

 1 

 لًػُطًه الكنز، 27
to give him the treasure (back)  1 

 فرفض وقال:  28
but he refused/rejected and said:   1 

 it is yours/you own it, your 1 إنهّ مِلكُكَ، 29

 as I sold you the house with everything in it.  1 الدار بِما فًىا. كَ فكد بػتْ 30
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Question  Answer Marks 

2 Translation from English into Target Language 
 
5 Total mark : 20 
6 Mark the translation, using the table below. Award 1 mark to each portion of correct translation. 
7 Once you have marked the translation, add up the number of marks awarded. The number produced will be out of 40.  
8 Divide this number of marks by 2 to gain a final mark for Question 2 out of a total of 20. 

After you have completed step 3, you may be left with a part-mark, e.g. 8½. If this happens, round up to the next mark, 
i.e. 9 in this case. 

 

Units English Arabic Reject Marks 

1 If you want to improve  1  أن تخُسن/تطورإن/إذا أردت 

2 your Arabic language, لػتك الػربًة  
1 

3 one of the things   1  فأخد الأشًاء 

4 you could do 1  التي تستطًع الكًام بىا 

5 is to increase your vocabulary. 1 مػحمك / كلبمك )ككلمات (وو زًادة مقرداتك 

6 In order to master   لإتكان/من أحل إتكان/لكي تتكن/للتمكن
 من 

 1 

7 the difficult vocabulary, 1  الكلمات/المقردات الصػبة 

8 you must practise it daily.   . 1  لا بد من ممارستىا/التدرب غلًىا ًومًا 

 

20 
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Question  Answer Marks 

2 
 

Units English Arabic Reject Marks 

9 Although this is not  1  ورغم أن/ ومع أن وذا لًس 

10 always easy, ًً1  *شًئا ( سىلب ، دائما 

11 there are many  1  وناك الكثًر 

12 effective ways  
 

 1 الحًدة المؤثرة/القػالةًمن الطرق 

13 to achieve this. .1  لتخكًق ذلك 

14 Firstly, you should read   1  أولا ، غلًك أن تكرأ 

15 regularly; دائما /ًومًا   ؍باستمرار/بانتظام 
1 

16 you can either select 1  ًمكنك أن تختار إما 

17 short stories, ،1  قصصا  قصًرة 

18 newspapers 1  حرائد/ا  أو صخق 

19 or magazines 1   أو محلبت 
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Question  Answer Marks 

2 
 

Units English Arabic Reject Marks 

20 according to your interests.  ًرغباتك/خسب اوتماماتك  1 

21 When you read, 1  غندما تكرأ 

22 try to understand   1  حرّب أن تقىم /خاول 

23 the meaning of unknown words  1 المحىولة غًر المػروفة/الػرًبةمػنى الكلمات 

24 from the context  1 نص/صًػة    من سًاق/مضمون/مختوى 

25 of the sentence. .1  الحملة 

26 If you cannot, 1  إذا لم تستطع 

27 then look up   1 انظر    فابخث إذا  غن 
 

28 its explanation 1  شرخىا/مػناوا 

29 in a dictionary. .1  في الكاموس/المػحم 

30 Another way of 1  طرًكة أخرى/ثانًة 
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Question  Answer Marks 

2 
 

Units English Arabic Reject Marks 

31 strengthening your vocabulary ة مقرداتك/كلماتك  1  لتكوً

32 is to watch Arabic movies  ،1  وي مشاودة الأفلبم الػربًة 

33 which will help with   1  غلىمما سًساغد 

34 correct pronunciation.  .1  النطق/اللقظ الصخًح 

35 Finally,  ، 1  وأخًرا 

36 to develop ر  1  لتخسًن /لتطوً

37 your language skills, ة  1  مىاراتك/قدراتك اللػوً

38 you can exercise speaking 1  تستطًع أن تمارس التخدث/التكلم 

39 with an Arab friend  ّ1  مع صدًق غربي 

40 or exchange letters with them.   1  الرسائل/الخطابات مػه/مػىم. تبادلأو 
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Question  Answer Marks 

3 
 ًتمًز:  

 أخمر فوق رأسه  بػُرْف -

1 

 برًش زاوي الألوان  - 
1 

لة*ز ممًّ ال هصوتب -   (بنػمة طوً
1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

 الصًاح/صًاخا   - 4
 

1 

 الػناء/غناء   - 
1 

   

Question Answer Marks 

 بسبب: 5
 الملًئة بالأصوات المتداخلة  الشوارع*الملًئة بالأصوات المتداخلة( / الشوارعضحًج  -

1 

 1 الضخمةالمباني  - 
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Question  Answer Marks 

 أنه:  6
 (تمكنه من تخدًد وقت بزوغ القحر*  ساغةًبًولوجًةًمتلك  -

1 

 1 طوال الوقت.لوًوضعًفيًبًئةًمضًئةًًختى  ،سًصًح في التوقًت نقسه - 

   

Question Answer Marks 

 تواصل مع الطًور الأخرىلل - 7
1 

 خطرغند شػوره بال - 
1 

 1 .لرغبته في الإغلبن غن خدود منطكته - 

   

Question Answer Marks 

 لأن: 8
 قوة صوت صًاح الدًك غالًة حدا   -

1 

 1 من المستخًل أن تتخملىا أي أذن - 
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Question  Answer Marks 

 لأنىا: 9
 تقاديًقوةًالصوتًغلىًًساغدهغحًب   بصماممزودة  -

1 

 1 تأذى(فلب ت لأذنه*  كسداداتًػمل وذا الصمام  - 

   

Question Answer Marks 

 اتخذته فرنسا شػارا  وطنًا   - 10
1 

 اغتبرته الصًن غلبمة الخظ السػًد - 
 

1 

 في قصص الػرب وأشػاروم ا  واضخظىورا   ظىر - 
1 



3180/02 Cambridge O Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 2025  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 16 of 16  
 

Question  Answer Marks 

13 Award either one or two marks for each item of vocabulary, up to a total of 6. 
 

i  :المُػني/المنُشد/المُطرب  المُػرد 

ii ة/الػحًبة/الممًزة/الىائلة/الشدًدة/الخارقةالػالً/: الممتازةالقائكة 

iii ًبدأ/ًكوم/ًىمّ ًشرع : 

iv أسباب/خوافز/بواغث: دوافع 

v ًتمتع/ًمتلك/ًتمًز/لدًه :ًخظى 

6 

 
 


